INTRODUCTION
Persons in Oklahoma concerned with tornado warnings and local storm networks have many questions about tornado characteristics. Many of these characteristics, such as distribution by counties, length and width of paths, direction of travel, time of occurrence through the year, and time of occurrence through the day, have been published previously Charts and tables that follow show analyses of other characteristics of tornadoes in Oklahoma. These analyses are based on data on all tornadoes in the State, for which record is available, from 1951 back through 1875 [31, [41. 
WHEN D O TORNADOES OCCUR DURING THE DAY AT DIFFERENT TIMES OF THE YEAR? DO MORE TORNADOES OCCUR DURING THE DAYTIME THAN AFTER DARK?
Two questions commonly asked are when do tornadoes occur during the day a t different times of the year, and do more tornadoes occur in the daytime than after dark.
Tornadoes can occur in any hour of the day and in every month of the year in Oklahoma, although maximum frequency is in late afternoon in April and May. Figure  1 shows the hourly distribution by months, as well as for the year, of tornadoes in Oklahoma for which there is reord of time of occurrence.
The curved lines in figure 1 show the approximate times of sunrise and sunset, and roughly separate the occurrence of tornadoes between daylight and darkness. This ap- 
IS THERE ANY DIFFERENCE IN THE HOURLY DISTRI-BUTION O F TORNADOES AS RECORDED AT THE PRESENT TIME COMPARED WITH EARLIER YEARS
IN OKLAHOMA?
There have been questions regarding the thoroughness with which tornadoes were reported in earlier years of Oklahoma's history, especially those occurring after dark. After a tornado has been reported in Oklahoma, there are many requests for information such as: Will there be another tornado tonight or, Will a tornado strike in this area tonight? These are valid questions by the public. Unfortunately, on many occasions when synoptic conditions are not chan,&g rapidly, positive assurance cannot be given t.hat another w i l l not occur. I t has been of some help, however, to advise how tornadoes in previous years have occurred. The remainder of this paper will deal with these questions.
DECEMBEB lo62
When tornadoes occur in Oklahoma there usually is only a single tornado in any 24-hour period (from noon continuing through the afternoon, evening, and including the few that occur after midnight and be,fore noon the next day). Figure 3 shows the number of occasions on which the indicated number of tornadoes occurred in one day. first beginning of the tornado. A great many tornadoes were of only a few minutes duration. In only 6 percent of the times has there been tornado activity over a period of more than 6 hours. Some of these tornadoes occurring in a day 6 hours or more apart, were in separate storms. Most tornado activity of less than an hour's duration consisted of a single tornado, while tornado activity of About three-fourths of the tornado activity, when of 1 hour or more duration, continued in the quadrant from NE to SE of the first outbreak. I n almost one-third of the cases the last tornado activity was NE of the first occurrence. There was some bias in favor of the directions NE, E, and SE over the adjacent points ENE and ESE, as there was a tendency for observers to report tornadoes moving in a NE, E, or SE direction, rather than in the intermediate directions. Relatively little tornado activity occurred in the westerly directions from the first outbreak.
Distance between first and last activity was usually 50 miles or less. Most of these cases were of less than one hour duration and therefore are not included in table 2. In only 14 cases did tornado activity continue for more than an hour within 50 miles of the first outbreak. The areas for the 5 50, 51-100, 101-150, and 2 151 groupings are not comparable as to size, and the areas involved should be considered in any comparison as to frequency of occurrence between the groups. 
